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SOUTHERN RIVER ELECTORATE 

Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.22 pm]: I am compelled to rise to my feet this late afternoon to 

make a short contribution during members’ statements. It takes a bit to get me amused at the best of times, but I 

have to say that the Australian Labor Party has, in the past week, really outdone itself. I am sure that the Leader 

of the Opposition will be thrilled to know that I am referring to one of her good friends, the endorsed candidate 

for Southern River. What amused me so greatly was when I happened across the edition of the 

Gosnells Examiner dated 26 April 2012. Here was the opportunity for the friend of the Leader of the Opposition 

to make a strong mark in the campaign to win this important seat. I am sure that the Leader of the Opposition 

will be, like me, amused or bemused by the performance of the candidate. On page 2 of the Gosnells Examiner 

of 26 April 2012 — 

Hon Sue Ellery: What do you think is the relationship between Susy Thomas and me?  

Hon NICK GOIRAN: As much as I would love to take the interjections of Hon Sue Ellery, as I often do, 

regrettably I am time-bound this afternoon, but I must draw this matter to the attention of the Legislative 

Council.  

This person, who had the opportunity to hit a home run on the first occasion of getting into the media, proceeded 

to tell anyone who could be bothered to listen that she wanted to go and share her concerns with people, and in 

particular that she was very concerned that the current member for Southern River, Peter Abetz, has had a 

number of years to deliver. Let me make sure I get this wording right, because this was the opportunity to hit a 

home run! The article states — 

… Member for Southern River Peter Abetz has had a number of years to deliver on his promises to the 

electorate but has failed to do so.  

Everyone is now paying attention. Apparently the current member has not had an opportunity to fulfil his 

commitments. It goes on to say — 

“Peter Abetz has had four years to deliver on issues like a new sports ground for the community and 

also important road upgrades, but what is happening …? 

Well, what a good question! I am sure that Hon Ken Travers would be especially interested in this because it has 

to do with his shadow portfolio of roads and transport —  

Hon Phil Edman: And he loves the south metro. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: And he loves the South Metropolitan Region, I know.  

Apparently the member has not done two things. One is to do with sportsgrounds and the other is to do with 

roads. I will deal with the first one first. That is pretty easy because if we go to the Gosnells Examiner—

remember that this is on page 2—and we turn to the right and look at page 3, what do we find? We find an 

absolutely fantastic article by the journalists of this paper with a very big picture of who else but my good and 

hardworking friend the member for Southern River, Peter Abetz. Standing next to him is the Premier of Western 

Australia and standing next to him is City of Canning Mayor Joe Delle Donne. What are they doing? The title of 

the article is “Moving forward for new sports ground, feasibility study”. This outstanding candidate — 

Hon Ken Travers: Because Susy has put pressure on you, you’re now doing a feasibility study. Give us a break! 

You lot are hopeless.  

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I must take this interjection. 

The PRESIDENT: No, you must not.  

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Hon Ken Travers has set himself up fantastically. I would love to tell the member that 

the caption at the bottom of this picture states that this picture was taken last July! Therefore, it had absolutely 

nothing to do with this hopeless candidate that the ALP has put forward. All it does is prove that the 

hardworking member for Southern River has been at this for a long time. Any bozo who wants to come along 

and suggest that the member has not been doing a good job and has had all this time to do things obviously has 

no idea. I find that very, very disappointing. I live and work in the area so, unlike the member opposite who is 

chained to Joondalup, I happen to know a bit about Southern River. Let me tell members that we have an 

absolutely fantastic and hardworking member. Let me tell Hon Ken Travers that no member of Parliament works 

harder than this member. Some members may work as hard as him, but no-one works harder than he does.  

Hon Ken Travers: How come he hasn’t got the railway station? 
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Hon NICK GOIRAN: I have only a few minutes left, but I want to take the fantastic interjection by Hon Ken 

Travers about the railway station. He has read my mind once again and really outdone himself this week. The 

author of this article, which is good and solid journalism from this organisation, takes the opportunity to ask 

Mr Abetz his point of view given that someone is coming along and just crassly demeaning him. Peter Abetz 

said — 

“The very first thing I did when I was elected was to get the Minister for Transport to agree not to sell 

the land set aside for the extension of the Canning Vale train line.  

Why would he have to do that? Because, of course, Hon Ken Travers’ good friend, who used to be the Minister 

for Planning and Infrastructure, stopped the process of having a Canning Vale train station. The Labor Party 

decided that the citizens of Canning Vale did not deserve a train station.  

Hon Ken Travers: Prove that statement you’ve just made! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Where is the train station? It is not there. Labor was in government for eight years.  

Hon Ken Travers: You just said that we were going to sell the land—prove it! Don’t come in here with those 

lies. 

The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon NICK GOIRAN: The honourable member amuses me once again. Unfortunately, the citizens of Canning 

Vale do not have a train station despite the fact that they want one. The person who wants to give them one is the 

current member, Peter Abetz, MLA. This candidate makes me laugh when she says that he has not been fighting 

for this when in actual fact for the past four years he has been doing everything in his power to do it. Better than 

that, this candidate criticises Peter Abetz by saying that he has not been doing anything about important road 

upgrades. Interestingly, where I live is pretty much on the intersection of Garden Street and Warton Road. 

Hon Ken Travers probably does not know where those two roads are even though it is within his portfolio, but I 

live there. Let me tell members something about those two roads. They have been upgraded and widened. Why 

is that? It is because Peter Abetz, the member for Southern River, has been working harder than anybody else in 

his electorate to make sure that these things get done. 

The reason I am so passionate about this issue is because I live there, and of course I want to make sure that my 

local representative in the other place is doing a good job. I am afraid that the alternative that has been put up 

will just not be up to the mark. On the very first occasion she gets to say something intelligent in the media, she 

gets it wrong on both counts. 

Hon Phil Edman: A bit like the Prime Minister, isn’t it! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Unfortunately, it does seem to run in the family with regard to the Australian Labor 

Party, and that is very disappointing. 

I conclude by saying that I do not say this to disrespect the individual. I note that this particular individual is a 

teacher by profession, and in my view people who decide to become a teacher deserve the highest respect, 

because they have a very important role to perform in our society. I am sure, Mr President, that you would agree 

with me in that regard. So this person no doubt means well, but unfortunately she is not going to be up to the task 

of representing the constituents of Southern River. Therefore, I am very disappointed that the Leader of the 

Opposition in this place saw fit to think that this candidate would be a suitable candidate to represent the region 

that the Leader of the Opposition shares with me. 

 


